t— 




The undersigned certifies that this communication is being deposited with 
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addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on August 16, 2004. 
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In re Application of 
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26817 

Group Art Unit: 1614 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In an Office Action dated July 16, 2004, the Examiner required restriction to one of 
the following groups: 

L Claims 1-35 and 42-48, drawn to a method for identifying a compound 
that regulates the activity of autoinducer-2, classified in class 435, various 
subclasses. 

n. Claims 36-41, drawn to a method of detecting an autoinducer 
associated bacterial biomarker, classified in class 435, various subclasses. 
III. Claims 49-51, drawn to a method for producing autoinducer-2. 
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classified in class 560, subclass 562. 

IV. Claims 52-79, drawn to an antibiotic composition comprising an 
antibiotic and an inhibitor of the quorum-sensing pathway of a 
microorganism, classified in class 514, subclass 461. 

V. Claims 80-95, drawn to a method of treating infections in a warm- 
blooded animal with a composition, classified in class 514, subclasses 31, 192, 
199 and 461. 

VI. Claims 96-98, drawn to a medical device, classified in class 126, 
various subclasses. 

Applicants hereby elect with traverse Group I, claims 1-35 and 42-48, drawn to a 
method for identifying a compound that regulates the activity of autoinducer-2, classified in 
class 435, various subclasses, for prosecution in this application. Applicants submit that a 
search of the system of Group I would uncover the method of Groups II, III and V, the 
composition of Group IV and the medical device of Group VI. Applicants respectfiiUy 
request the right to file a divisional application directed to the nonelected claims. 

A prompt action on the merits is eamestly solicited. The Examiner is invited to 
telephone the undersigned should he believe this would expedite prosecution of this 
application. It is believed no fee is required. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-2165. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 



MATHEWS, COLLINS, SHEPHERD & McKAY, P.A. 
100 Thanet Circle, Suite 306 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
Tel: 609 924 8555 
Fax: 609 924 3036 



Dated: August 16,2004 




Christopher S. Casieri 
Reg. No. 50,919 
Attorney for Applicant 
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